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Message from the Administrative Bishop

Welcome to the January 2022 edition of 
the One Mission One Vision Newsletter.

2021 has been a turbulent year, not just for us 
as a Church and community but for the whole 
human race and our world, yet there are many testimonies of some 
wonderful things that the Lord has done during the year. We have these 
testimonies because of our faith in God. We must always remember that 
we are a people of faith with the unwavering belief that God will always 
come through for his children.

“‘And Jesus said unto them... if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” (St Matthew 
17:20 KJV)

During 2020-2021 we lost hundreds of our members and friends, some 
to Covid-19 and some to other causes. May our memories of each one 
of  them be a source of joy and encouragement in our pilgrimage. Let us  
remember the bereaved families in our prayers and practical support.

Let us continue to walk by faith, in the knowledge that we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. “The beginning of anxiety is the 
end of faith, and the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety“ (George 
Muller)

I would appreciate your prayers for the upcoming Administrative 
Bishop’s election for the period of 2022-2026, which is scheduled for                                                                                                                                      
Saturday 19th March 2022.    

In this issue you will find information about upcoming events, Local
church projects, the Let’s talk about preaching segment and much 
more... 

 Bishop Dr Donald Bolt
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Diken Heart (Brave Heart) hail from NTCG Castle Vale and is made up of 2 gifted sisters who are 
singing-songwriters, Amazing and Shalom, 11 and 7 years old respectively. They are 2 of 3 sisters for their 
proud parents Andrew and Joy Agbajama.

They wrote the song ‘Have Hope’ during lockdown and recorded it earlier this year to share a 
needed message of encouragement and hope with the world. Their debut single was released on 
Saturday 4th December 2021 at Kingshurst NTCG and their music video premiered on Sunday 12th December.

Amazing and Shalom say, “We write songs that we want to share with
the whole world. Through writing songs we spread the good news to 
all those who need it everywhere around us.”

You can view the video or listen to the ‘Have Hope’ by clicking on the 
following links:

YouTube: https://youtu.be/m_YxBVwKOFw
Smart Link: https://songwhip.com/dikenheart/have-hope 
Website: https://dikenheart.uk

“The Silent Thief - That Gave Me A New Insight”
A Debut Memoir by Rev. Hshaana Knight

Ever wondered how people overcome distress?  Well, discover 
how in this debut memoir by Hshaana Knight. 

This is a story about how an ordinary day became the catalyst 
for a remarkable change in the authors life when she came 
head-to-head with ‘The Silent Thief.’ Something she had valued 
and treasured so dearly was silently stolen, and in desperation 
she tried time and time to retrieve it, but to no avail. 

Whilst this book is a memoir, it does also give the reader insight 
into other areas of the author’s life. As such, this book has so 
many themes and messages running throughout that are cleverly 
captured through the author’s use of analogies.  The analogies 
used are so well explained that it brings the images being 
described to life.  What makes these analogies even more 
fantastic, and fitting is that just like a good analogy, it surprises 
you by connecting two things that normally wouldn’t have been 
associated together.

‘The Silent Thief’ demonstrates that despite adversities faced, the 
author’s core belief remained strong even if a little shaken at 
times, and that’s due to her strong belief and faith in God.  Many of 
the moments in the book are truly upsetting, you can but wonder 
how this woman managed to overcome such obstacles, however 
it’s amazing to see that with a passion for wisdom, knowledge 
and a ‘new outlook’ the author began to see changes in her life 
that can only be down to the God she serves.        

As described by Marcia M. Publishing House “The important 
messages delivered in this book will enable anyone facing
uncertainties to start building a transformational life.”  

The book is now available on Amazon and Waterstone

https://youtu.be/m_YxBVwKOFw
https://songwhip.com/dikenheart/have-hope 
https://dikenheart.uk


 

 

Available Now  from Seymour Press! 

SKIN DEEP 
PENTECOSTALISM, RACISM  
         AND THE CHURCH 
ESSAYS BY SCHOLARS IN THE CHURCH OF GOD (Cleveland, TN) 

CLIFTON R. CLARKE AND WAYNE S. SOLOMON, EDITORS 

 

Scholars and practitioners invested in 
the life of the Church of God lift their 
voices to offer multi-disciplinary, 
multi-cultural perspectives on the 
issue of race and the contemporary 
church.  
 
Contributors:  

• Estrelda Alexander 
• Kimberly Ervin Alexander 
• Carver Anderson 
• James Bowers 
• Clifton Clarke 
• Marcia Clarke 
• Trevor Grizzle 
• Patrick Kelly 
• Brad Ramsey 
• David Roebuck 
• Wayne Solomon 
• Phyllis Thompson 

 

 

 

$24.95/ £18.11 paperback 
   $9.95/£7.22 e-book 

Available at 
Barnes & Noble  Amazon   Seymour Press 



PREACHING WITH PERSONALITYPREACHING WITH PERSONALITY
MYERS & BRIGGS
In preaching God seeks to engage with human vocabulary, 
intellect, and personality, in a similar way to the relationship of 
‘composer and performer’ (Coggan 1987:22). Preaching is a special 
event. The mystery is that the product is words,  ordinary words, words 
that are constantly used in daily life and commerce. In preaching, 
however, these words become a conduit for God’s grace. These 
simple words are shaped and used and turned into preaching.

God chooses to empower human speech for proclamation; God in 
his infinite wisdom uses a variety of personalities. He structures 
the mouths and tongues of humans in order that His divine voice 
may be heard through many human voices and personalities. As 
humans, we are all uniquely designed, and God uses this unique 
aspect called personality to reach a multiplicity of people. No one 
human voice or personality could say it all (Long 1996:128). 

Wright (2010:70–2) discusses the Myers & Briggs model of 
personality, which is based on four preferences (here 
simplified): E, I (Extraversion or Introversion) S, N (Sensing or 
Intuition) T, F (Thinking or Feeling) J, P (Judgment or Perception). The 
extravert may struggle with devoting time to solitary sermon 
preparation but is likely to form an excellent bond with their 
hearers. The introvert will find time for study but is likely to find 
public speaking a challenge. The sensing preacher is skilled at 
presenting details, which might evoke smell, taste, or touch. 
The intuitive preacher is profound and inspiring. The preacher 
who favours feeling communicates with a sense of sympathy, 
whereas the preachers who prefer thinking would want to 
challenge their hearers intellectually. The judging preacher will 
prepare a sermon with a view to helping hearers come to a 
decision; the perceiving preacher will tend to remain more open. 

The Myers & Briggs model of personality is not without its critics. 
However, In my view  it could help us  understand the relationship 
between sermon delivery  and  personality of the preacher.

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

Let’s Talk About Preaching Segment Contributed By :
Rev Samuel Thomas FRSA (Pastor NTCG Southampton Branch. Librarian for Trialogue Library).

Please send questions or feedback to this article and for the Trialogue library to: samuel.thomas@ntcg.org.uk

If you would like to get Involved in the Newsletter please send your 
contributions to letecia.mcfarlane@ntcg.org.uk

Contributions can Include:
• Good news stories
• Refurbishmments

• Testimonials
• Upcoming Events

• Departmental Updates
• Community Aid

Read Previous Editions of One 
Mission One Vision online at: 

 https://ntcg.org.uk/news/

mailto:samuel.thomas@ntcg.org.uk
mailto:letecia.mcfarlane%40ntcg.org.uk%0D?subject=One%20Vision%20One%20Mission%20Contribution
https://ntcg.org.uk/news/
https://ntcg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ISSUE-18-ONE-VISION-ONE-MISSION-NEWSLETTER-V2-compressed.pdf


NTCG LUTON
WORD BASED, HOLY SPIRIT LED, WHERE PEOPLE 
MATTER AND WE GROW TOGETHER

The youth at Luton NTCG applied for and received 
funding from The Bedfordshire Violence and 
Exploitation Reduction Unit (VERU), which we 
used as seed funding to kick-start the ‘Choose 
the Right Path’ project.

BACK STORY
The idea for ‘Choose the Right Path’ project came from God. He provided us with the idea, the script 
and the strength to endure in tough times during production. We want to ensure that God gets all the 
Glory for helping to make this vision a reality. We also want to thank our Local Pastor, Vincent Cox for 
trusting us with such a huge project, we thank him for his support, care and encouragement.

The Project is called ‘Choose the Right Path’ and it has been designed to highlight social issues within 
modern day society. This project aims to offer the local community awareness, support, knowledge, 
understanding, care and training to help shed light on the growing issue of knife crime. Our desire is to 
help prevent those at risk and offer support to those who have been affected by the detrimental effects 
knife crime is having on this growing generation. The team of young people aged 6-20 used the fund to 
produce a short film directed at the increasing issue of knife crime. In addition to this, those 12+ where 
able to take part in workshops where we discussed County lines, Child Sexual Exploitation and Child 
Criminal Exploitation. Those involved had the opportunity to develop and build on new skills such as: 
cinematography, dance/choreography, creative writing, painting, directing skills, leadership and team 
working skills

SO WHAT DID WE DO?
From March 2021 until July 2021, we spent time writing scripts, poetry, painting, choreographing routines, 
filming and creating all the content needed to bring the short film together. Once we had all the footage, 
Jonathan Cox took up the responsibility to edit the short film.

From August 2021 until October 2021 the young people researched venues, wrote invitation emails, filled 
out relevant forms, created media content, invitations, flyers, booked caterers, stall vendors and hired a 
venue decorator.

On the 22nd October 2021, the ‘Choose the Right Path’ team planned and executed the first ever screening 
of their short film. The event was greatly supported by the local community with 43 people in attendance, 
these included:

• The Mayor of Luton
• 3 Local Luton Counsellors
• Representatives from local faith groups
• Local Luton community Leaders
• As well as family and friends



On the night we had two of the youngest project participants 
Grace (10) and Ava (8) moderate the whole night. We had live 
performances of written music by Samara, Madison, and 
Taj Wayne. We had poetry by Jahstiny, and Charlotte, we had 
speeches from Jonathan, Ymani and Jahstiny and more. The young 
people served food and drinks to all the guests caring for their needs 
to the best of their ability.

The night was informative, inspiring, creative and engaging. We 
ended the night with a testimony from one of the young men who had 
himself been a victim of knife crime and a song written by him and 
another young person called ‘Choose Life’. Then we 
presented the short film to the audience. After the film, we 
asked those present if they had any feedback or words of 
encouragement for the young people. The feedback we 
received was fantastic, the young people received a word from the 
mayor, where he expressed how delighted and pleased he was by 
all that he saw. He encouraged young people to keep striving for 
greatness.

On the 30th October 2021, we held a public viewing of the short film, 
this was an open event and a broad range of people were invited. 
We ran the event from 12pm-6pm showing the film every 2 hours, 
we also displayed all the artwork that the young people created 
during the entire project. At this event, we also had poetry, 
singing, speeches, and a live dance performance from Jahnaya and 
Yanique.

ORGANISATIONS WHO ASSISTED US: 
Cross Fire Designs, TOKKO Youth Space, NTCG Luton, UK Centre for Carnival Arts, J&S Caterers, 
Roshells Couture Events and Creation Tees.

PARTICIPANTS:
• Sade Lee-Skepple
• Amara Nelson
• Taj Wayne Nelson
• Tahlia Nelson
• Chloe Foster
• Jonathan Cox
• Yandi Daley
• Ymani Taylor
• Grace Taylor
• Jahnaya Openy-Kawawa
• Jahstiny Openy-Kawawa
• Renee-Raphael Roberts-Henry
• Ava Roberts-Henry
• Courtney Goulbourne
• Taylor Goulbourne
• Madison Goulbourne
• Pastor Vincent Cox
• Caroline Taylor
• Kaydean Forbes
• Janet Skepple
• Cameron Fraser



BACK TO EDEN COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT PROJECTBACK TO EDEN COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT PROJECT

This project aims to alleviate longstanding and 
documented health inequalities amongst the 
African Caribbean community, which exposed 
how susceptible this group is to the devastating 
effects of COVID-19.

C4PC (Churches for Positive Change), is a vision 
set up by Pastors and community leaders from 
across Wolverhampton.  Since the first lockdown 
in 2020 they have delivered sessions to educate 
our young and elderly community, by doing regular 
exercise, hosting workshops about healthy eating, 
mental health and finance,  as well as creating 
spaces to form friendships in a positive way to 
support overall well-being.

The Back to Eden project allows groups and 
individuals to plant and grow vegetables, giving 
tours and talks to younger members of the local 
community, all from various backgrounds.  This 
involved local schools and youth groups from 
local churches, who were all willing to dig in and get 
involved in gardening.

Many sponsors supported this vision including 
Active Black Country, Awards For All, Windrush 
Day Grant, Bristol Street Motors, Carvers Building 
Merchants, United Living and Kingsway 
Project.  This allowed the project to clear what 
were well overgrown plots with fly tipping, 
purchase a large cabin tools and seeds, lay down a 
patio area with tables, seating and paving, making 
the allotment more welcoming and accessible for the 
volunteers and for more people in the community to 
start planting their own seeds.

On the 23rd October 2021, young people from 
NTCG Harvest Temple spent a couple of hours 
learning the benefits of planting their own vegetables 
and reaping the rewards, also understanding the 
background of why the Black elderly 
community enjoy planting and growing vegetables.  
It was explained that this community was used 
to growing vegetables and fruit when they were 
younger back in their native land of Africa or the 
Caribbean.  Some from the Windrush generation 
continued this lifestyle when they migrated to the 
United Kingdom and now are allotment plot holders 
or grow produce in their gardens.

Young people got stuck in digging and 
reaping, which they thoroughly enjoyed.  They also 
understood the benefits to the environment for 
climate change for growing their own 
vegetables. Click here to see a short video that was 
made from our visit -  https://bit.ly/32oqS6H

On the 19th November 2021, the Mayor of 
Wolverhampton, Cllr Greg Brackenridge officially 
opened the Back to Eden Project site.  There was an 
unveiling of the Windrush Bench by Gillian Bull-Mott 
(Near Neighbours) and pupils from a local school, 
Trinity C. of E. Primary Academy planted a fruit tree.
This project is ongoing and set to begin 
preparations for 2022. If you would like further 
details, please contact NTCG Harvest Temple.

Marilyn Williams
Local Youth Director, NTCG Harvest Temple 

https://bit.ly/32oqS6H 
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•Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
than all we ask or imagine, according to his

power that is at work within us ... " 
Ephesians 3:20 

THE ENGINE ROOM is a national prayer strategy designed to underpin the 
mission and ministry of the New Testament Church of God at national, district and 
local levels. During these sessions, prayers are offered for a wide range of needs. 
T he word of God is shared, as well as thanksgiving for all God has done and will 
continue to do in the life of his p�ople. 
Dr. Donald Bolt - Administrative Bishop 

PRAYER SCHEDULE: JAN -DEC 2022, 10.30am -12.30pm 

WED. 12 JANUARY WED.SJULY 
WED. 9 FEBRUARY WED.10 AUGUST 

WED.16 MARCH WED. 7 SEPTEMBER 
WED.13 APRIL WED. 5 OCTOBER 

WED. 9 NOVEMBER 

Ozoom 
Meeting ID: 823 5702 5157 
Passcode: 778899 
Dial In: 0208 080 6591 • 0208 080 6592

WED.llMAY 
WED.SJUNE 

All are welcomel Places are limited so please 
WED. 7 DECEMBER log in early to avoid disappointment. 

�� 

,, �l��J<V�� 
CHRIST CENTRED For further information please speak to your local Pastor or email: admin@ntcg.org.uk 



12th February 2022 - 13:30 - 15:30 

Grace Bally-Balogun is a minister in New Testament Church of God. She is a former District Youth Director for Deptford district and is currently 
serving on the National Youth and Discipleship Board. She is currently pursuing a DMin degree in Ministry Leadership at the Pentecostal Theological 
Seminary. Grace lectures in Practical Theology and is the Course Director for Beginning Theology at St. Mellitus College (www.stmellitus.ac.uk). She 
is also involved at the college in preparing students from diverse backgrounds for lay/ordained ministry. Grace was a member of Tearfund’s Dream 
Team from 2017-2018 providing strategic input into Black-Majority Churches strategy.  She is also the Founder of The Deborah Gathering™, a 
network for women in ordained ministry, lay ministry and the marketplace. She has a commercial career that spans over 25 years in the Oil/Gas, 
Retail and Public Sector, performing senior roles in IT, Change Management and HR. She was the first Chair of Shell UK African Employee Network 
(2003-2011) and is the Chair of Bringing Hope Ltd. She is a Trustee of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR) and a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts (FRSA). She holds two MAs in Theology : Church Ministries and Christian Leadership and an MSc in Computing for Commerce & 
Industry. Grace provides leadership development and strategic consultancy to a number of charities, small businesses and churches.  

Rev Grace Bally-Balogun FRSA 
MA MSc DMin (pending) 

The Oliver Lyseight Annual Lecture Series 
2018 - 2022 

To book a place at the annual lecture for the cost of £5  (standard) or £6 (including the transcript of the 2022 lecture, please go to 
https://ticketsoliverlyseight2022booknow.eventbrite.co.uk 

Rev Dr Caroline Wickens 
22002200  

Rev Bev Thomas 

Mutuality  
22001199  22002211  

Rev Dr Carol Tomlin 
22001188  

Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin 
QHC   

NTCG Harvest Temple have produces a Bible Readiing Plan and made available other aids that 
church can use as or amend to suit their needs. The resources are available at https://bit.ly/3335fK2

https://bit.ly/3335fK2


If you would like to get Involved in the February Edition of the Newsletter please send your 
contributions to letecia.mcfarlane@ntcg.org.uk by Friday 4th February 2022

Contributions can Include:
• Good news stories
• Refurbishmments

• Testimonials
• Upcoming Events

• Departmental Updates
• Community Aid

https://ntcg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/mmcc-vision-document.pdf
mailto:letecia.mcfarlane%40ntcg.org.uk%0D?subject=One%20Vision%20One%20Mission%20Contribution

